POSITION PAPERS GRADING POINTERS

General:

· Follow the outline given by LO&CC.
· Make sure the emerging leaders cover all the points stated in the outline 
· Scripture verses should NOT be used as “fillers” to fill up the required 8-10 pages of the paper, but adequate Scripture references are necessary to support the points and explanation.
A. Christ Our Savior (based on the work of Rev. Wilfred Kong)
· The nature of man and his final destiny 
· The original state of man at creation (e.g. Gen 1:27).

· The fall of man (e.g. Gen 3).

· Man’s state after the fall (e.g. Rom 5:12 – 14 and Rom 3:23).
· What caused the Fall?  Why & how?
· Result of the Fall.
· Final destiny of man without Christ (e.g. Isa 66:24, Mar 9:47 – 48, and Rev 20:14 – 15).
· What is hell?
· The plan and purpose of the atonement 
· Discuss the concept of atonement and how Jesus’ death as an atonement for sin (e.g. Rom 3:25, Rom 5:11, 5:19, 1 Cor 15:3 – 4).
· How does the OT sacrifice typify Christ’s atonement for us? (Leviticus 16 & Hebrews 9 and 10) 
· Why we need the atonement of Jesus? (e.g. Rom 8:13, 1 John 3:4 – 10)
· God’s plan for atonement (Eph 2:4 – 5 ; 1 John 4:10)
· Is healing in the atonement? (Isa 53)  
· The means and results of justification 
· Meaning of justification (e.g. Rom. 4:25 and Rom 5:18)
· Identify difference between justification, conversion, repentance, regeneration, and adoption.
· Explain clearly the means & results of justification with supporting Scripture references (Rom 5).
· My personal experience of Christ as Savior 
· Share how you came to know the Lord and accepted Christ Jesus as your personal Savior the same way you explain even to a non-Christian friend.
B. Christ our Sanctifier (by Rev. Duane Adamson)

INTRODUCTION: defining sanctification. 

Not infrequently candidates define sanctification incompletely. Abbott- Smith’s Manual Greek Lexicon of the New Testament gives two meanings of the Greek verb “to sanctify”: “(1) to dedicate, separate; (2) to purify, make conformable in character to such dedication.” 

The first definition, to separate, points to the human commitment that is a condition of sanctification; the second refers to the divine side of sanctification, which God alone can accomplish. 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass” (New American Standard). 

I. The Crisis and Progression of Sanctification 
“CRISIS”: DEFINITION 

The Oxford American Dictionary gives the following two definitions for the word “crisis”: (1) A decisive time; (2) A time of acute difficulty or danger. 

The Statement of Faith of the Christian and Missionary Alliance uses the term in the first sense, not in the second. A great many candidates erroneously assume the statement refers to the secondary meaning. Réinecker and Rogers in Linguistic Key to the Greek New Testament; in describing the meaning of the tense of the Greek word translated “offer” in Romans 6:13b as follows: “The aorist imperative calls for an immediate decisive new action as a break from the past.” This is what is we mean by the word “crisis”. 

Further, the Alliance Statement of Faith says that sanctification occurs “subsequent to conversion”. This means that sometime after the he receives Christ as his Savior, the believer is to make a second decisive act of faith to receive Christ as his Sanctifier. In the same way as justification and new birth occur at the moment of faith, so full sanctification occurs immediately upon his receiving Jesus as Sanctifier. 

The time between these two events varies. Here is Dr. A.B. Simpson’s explanation: 

In the divine plan, sanctification is closely connected with justification and assumed as immediately following it. The fact is that in the Christian life of many persons it comes at a later period. But this is not God’s intention and, therefore, the New Testament assumes that sanctification is to accompany or immediately follow the first action of faith. This is what really did occur with the first disciples on the day of Pentecost. As soon as they had received Jesus, they also received the Holy Spirit, and this should be the experience of all Christians. But with many persons this is not their experience. They are baptized into Christ for the forgiveness of their sins and at a later period they come to receive the Holy Spirit as their Deliverer from indwelling sin (The Christ in the Bible Commentary, page 65). 

“PROGRESSION” OF SANCTIFICATION 

The moment of receiving Christ as your Sanctification in a threshold experience that ushers the believer into “the larger (deeper, higher) Christian life.” Upon the basis of that decisive act, he now lives his life moment-by-moment, appropriating Christ as his holiness. True growth in grace occurs only after one has entered into the experience of sanctification. 

II. Identification of the Believer with Christ’s Death and Resurrection 
A. DOCTRINE OF IDENTIFICATION 

This is the Biblical teaching that key experiences in Christ’s life are spiritually recapitulated in the life of the believer. In a spiritual sense, Christ re-lives His life in each of us. God so intimately connects us with Christ that He sees us as born in His birth, Spirit-baptized with Him when the Spirit descended upon Him like a dove; co-crucified with Him in His death at Calvary; resurrected to supernatural life in His resurrection, presently seated with Him on His throne in heaven. “As He is, so are we in the world.” 

This is not a “legal fiction”. It is not only God attributing Christ’s actions to us as our representative. In a deep sense it is a heavenly reality and forms the power for holiness and service in the life of the yielded believer. It is through the reality of this identification with Christ that we are enabled to succeed in the Deeper Life. Holiness can never be achieved by “disciplines”, self- improvement efforts, or stoic-like mastery of our lower nature. 

Two aspects of Identification must be distinguished: 

· IMPUTATION: Our standing in Christ. Our standing is immediate and complete. God declares that we have the holiness of Christ, and so we are immediately called “saints”. 
· IMPARTATION: Our state or condition in our experience. Our state is progressive. It is the design of God’s providence to bring us step-by-step on the Highway of Holiness that brings our actual state into perfect conformity to the potential of our standing in Christ. 

B. TOTAL SURRENDER: On the human side, we are to make an immediate and decisive surrender of our whole being to God. The Amplified Bible translation of Romans 12:1 correctly expresses this event: 

“I appeal to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of [the mercies of God, to make a decisive dedication of your bodies [all your members and faculties] as a living sacrifice, holy [devoted, consecrated], and well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable [rational, intelligent] service and spiritual worship.” 

Similarly, Romans 6:13 calls upon us to not continue offering our bodily members to sin as implements f wickedness, but to make a decisive act of yielding them to God as implements of righteousness. 

C. RECKONING: Paul commands us in Romans 6:11 to appropriate what we are by imputation so that it is imparted to us in our experience: “Even so, continuously consider [KJV] yourselves also dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” 

This is not a matter of always getting crucified. “We must not be everlastingly getting crucified over again and again through a continual re-consecration and re-crucifixion, but we must count it once for all done and finished, and we must steadily reckon that it is so, in spite of how it might seem” (A.B.. Simpson, Christ in the Bible Commentary, Vol. 5, page 66). 

“Therefore, God has fortified us in our new life by the spirit of faith against the power of evil. He allows us to take a stand in Christ, and then the Holy Spirit makes it an actual experience, and gives us faith to hold fast to it, and abide in the consciousness of it, that it may cleanse and elevate our whole being” (ibid., page 67). 

III. The Ministry of the Holy Spirit in Sanctification 
On the divine side, the Holy Spirit implements every phase of salvation from new birth to glorification. In two places we are told that sanctification is of the Spirit (2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2). 

In accomplishing this work, the Spirit… 

· Causes us to be born again (John 3:3-6; Titus 3:5-6) 

· Convicts us (John 16:8-11) 

· Is the element in which we are baptized (Acts 1:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13) 

· Empowers us for service (Acts 1:8) 

· Is the spiritual environment in which the victorious believer lives his life (Galatians 5:16) 

· Produces holy fruit in our lives (Galatians 5:22-24) 

· Brings the resurrected Christ to indwell us (2 Corinthians 3:17) 

INFILLING and FULLNESS: We need to distinguish between being “filled” with the Spirit as an instantaneous experience of Christians when they receive Christ as their Sanctification (the “crisis”), and being “full” of the Holy Spirit (the “process”). On the Day of Pentecost, the disciples were “filled” with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4); the six Deacons were to be “full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom.” The first is an event; the second is a lifetime condition. 

(Rev. Roy Price also suggested that Eph 5:18 should be exegeted and other references to the filling of the Spirit (as in Acts) as distinguished from regeneration.) 

IV. Your Personal Experience of Christ as Sanctifier 
Here are suggestions for the testimony of your experience of sanctification.

C. Christ our Healer (Based on the work of Dr. Roy Price)
· The relationship of divine healing and the atonement
· Define divine healing  
· How is the Alliance concept of divine healing that is known as “children's bread” by Keith Bailey or “the Lord for the body” by Dr. A.B. Simpson different from others?

· How does healing relate to atonement in the OT (Exegete Isa 53:4)? 
· Is healing in the atonement?  (Isa 53:4 as used in Matt 8:16)
· Relationship between salvation and healing (Luk 8:48, 17:19, 18:42, Acts 14:9).
· The significance of prayer and anointing by the elders 
· Relationship between healing and prayer (James 5:13 – 16)

· What does the oil symbolize? How is oil used in the OT? What is the historical precedent of the use of oil in healing? What is the significance of oil?
· Who has the responsibility for praying for the sick?

· What does the sick have to do to seek for healing?
· The ministry of healing in the local church 
· Scriptural basis that the ministry of healing is conferred upon the church (James 5:13 – 16, Matt 10:1 – 8, and Luke 9:1)

· Outline the place of anointing and prayer by the elders in your church.

· Discuss the gift of healing. 
· Is the ministry of healing still present today? 
· My personal experience of Christ as our Healer 
· Share how you came to know Christ as the healer and the personal experience of the ministry of healing.

D. Christ our Coming King (Based on the work of Dr. Roy Price)
· Defend the pre-millennial coming of Christ 
· Discuss the return of Christ (Matt 24:30, 26:64, John 14:1 – 4, 1Cor 11:26, 1 Thess 1:9, Titus 2:11 – 14).
· Briefly state the three positions of premillennial, amillennial and postmillennial.
· Defend (more than state) the premillennial position using Revelation 20 and the repeated use of a thousand years. State why this is a valid position that is more biblically consistent than the other positions. The hermeneutical principle of Revelation 20 is accepting the plain meaning of the text. This position interprets Old Testament references of a Messiah’s reign as literal, not metaphorically or as allegory. Referencing Isaiah’s statements related to the Messiah on the throne of David and the glory of a messianic reign at the end of the book are important. Paul referred to the liberation of creation in Romans 8:20. When do these things occur if not in the messianic rule of Christ on the earth?

· Trace the events surrounding the rapture of the Church 
· Define rapture.

· Describe the events surrounding the end times and rapture of the church based on 2 Thess 2:1 – 3, 2 Thess 2:7, 1 Thess 4:15 – 17, and Matt 24:29 – 31.
· Define and describe pre, mid, post tribulation. Which position do you hold?

· Acts 1:8 This same Jesus shall return: personal and visible.

· Paul’s statements in 1 Thessalonians 4, 5 and 2 Thessalonians 2

· Outline a sequence of events; emphasize the time-table is secondary to the reality of the believer’s call to holiness in view of Jesus’ return (1 John 3; 2 Peter 3).

· Relationship between the imminence of Christ's coming and world missions 
· Define the “imminent” return of Christ and the significance of Jesus’ second coming.

· What will happen to those who have not accepted Christ when Christ returns? 
· Discuss the relationship between Jesus’ second coming and world evangelism (Matt 24:14 and Acts 1:6 – 8).

· How does Rev. 7:9 affect the way you see world missions.
· My personal understanding of Christ our coming King 
· Share your view on the pre-millennial coming of Christ
· Share how the “imminent” return of Christ impacts your involvement in evangelism and world missions.
E. Christ’s Body: the Church (Based on the work of Dr. Roy Price)
· Mission and purpose 
· What is the Church?

· Mission of the church is found in the great commission and the great commandment – proclaim the gospel, make disciples, bear witness for Christ, love God and love one another (Matt 28:18 – 20, Matt 22:36 – 40). Explain them.
· State the C&MA’s mission statement and your personal commitment to its implementation.

· The purpose of the church is to glorify God. Where is that found? (1 Pet 2:12, Matt 5:14 – 16, Phil 1:9 – 11, 1 Cor 10:31) Mission and purpose are not the synonymous. What is the difference?

· Relationship to Jesus Christ 
· The head and the body and the significance that Jesus is the head and the church is the body (Col 1:15 – 19, Eph 1:20 – 23, Rom 12:4 – 5, 1 Cor. 12:12 – 27, etc).
· The bride and the groom and the significance that Jesus is the groom and the church is the bride (Matt 25:1 – 13, Rev. 19:7 – 8).
· The husband and the wife and the significance that Jesus is the husband and the church is the wife (Eph 5:22 – 32).

· The branch in the vine (John 15:5 – 6)
· Leadership and authority in the Body
· Different offices in the church (1 Tim 3 and Titus 1)

· State the roles of elders, deacons, and deaconesses in 1 Tim and Titus 1. Note “elders” is gender specific.  What is their understanding of the significance of this in church polity?

· What is the role of women in the church? Note that spiritual gifts are not gender specific.

· Discuss the different types of church government and the Alliance form of government

· Discuss the legislative assembly as the ruling body on all three levels of jurisdiction, i.e. the local church, the district conference, and the national assembly (the General Council).
· Discuss the executive offices in all three levels of jurisdiction, i.e. the local church, the district, and the national office.
· Relationship to The Christian and Missionary Alliance
· Discuss the concept of constituted authority. What that means, and how implemented.
· What is the relationship of the official worker to the denomination?

· Discuss the functions of the National Office and the district office.

· Discuss the relationship between the National Office, district office and local church.

· Relationship between the members
· Discuss how church members shall relate to each other.
· What is the process of church discipline? Both from Scripture and the Manual. 

· Identify the generational challenges in church programming and life. 
F. Completing Christ’s Mission (Based on the work of Dr. Roy Price)
· The lostness of mankind 
· What does it mean that men are lost? (Luke 15 and 19:10)

· What are the results that men are lost? (Rom 1:18 – 25, 7:18, John 1:5, Eph 2:3, 1 Thess 4:13, etc)

· Try to state a different rationale and biblical support than given in the first paper
· The Great Commission passages: Matthew 28:18-20 and Acts 1:8 
· What is the one command?

· List the participles and their meaning.

· What is the assurance of our pursuing the one command?
· The local church commitment to world missions 

· State the biblical basis of missions and begin with Genesis 12, God’s covenant with Abraham.

· Give biblical illustrations of missions (both OT and NT). 

· State the worldwide need for missions, the people groups without a witness

· Describe how your church promotes world missions (conferences, missionary speakers, short term involvement, mentoring/challenging youth to a missonary career, etc.
· The leader’s role in mobilizing the local church in Great Commission completion (evangelism, church multiplication, world missions) 
· If you are a lead pastor, how do you do this? If not, how does your lead pastor fulfill this?

· How does the Alliance send out missionaries: their support, placement, accountability?

· What is the district’s role in church planting? Where does that money come from? Who makes the decisions for when and where?

· What is the role of the missionary conference? How does a church promote the Great Commission Fund?

