Attachment A: Restated Articles of Incorporation — Information for CPD Churches
Every CPD church in the C&MA group tax exemption needs to adopt and file Restated Articles of Incorporation by Dec 31, 2026 or, have an approved extension filed. Churches that cannot comply will be removed from the group exemption on Jan 22, 2027.

Why this is required
The IRS changed the rules for group tax exemptions in Revenue Procedure 2026-8 (January 2026). Your church's 501(c)(3) status comes through the C&MA's single group exemption, so the C&MA must now show the IRS that every church in the group shares its religious purpose and is under its general supervision.
· That connection has to appear in each church's Articles of Incorporation, a public document.
· Most existing Articles on file do not contain the required purpose statement, dissolution clause and denominational language.
· The Restated Articles put into corporate form commitments Alliance churches already have under the C&MA Manual. They are not meant to change day-to-day ministry or the role of local leadership.
· The IRS sets the deadline. The National Office says any extension would be a couple of weeks at most.
Timeline
The National Office asked the district to have churches restate on May 27, 2026; churches were notified in mid-October, leaving about ten weeks to the Dec 31 target.
	Date
	What happened or is due

	Nov 12, 2025
	National Office asks CPD to restate the district's own Articles

	Jan 2026
	IRS issues Revenue Procedure 2026-8

	May 27, 2026
	National Office asks districts to have every group-exemption church restate its Articles

	Sep 24, 2026
	National Office sends a reminder: 55 CPD churches still need to act

	Sep 28, 2026
	District Superintendent forwards the reminder to Shanon Lee to lead the work

	Oct 15, 2026
	District Executive Committee asked to approve the district's Restated Articles

	Oct 15–17, 2026
	District sends each church its request and draft Restated Articles

	Oct 21, 2026
	National Office issues an explanation letter and suggested congregational Q&A

	Dec 31, 2026
	Target: churches adopt and file Restated Articles

	Jan 15, 2027
	District confirms to National that all churches have been checked

	Jan 22, 2027
	IRS deadline; non-compliant churches removed from the group exemption


What changes in the Restated Articles
The Restated Articles follow the C&MA Model Articles and write the church's existing relationship with the district and the C&MA into its corporate charter.
	Provision
	What it says

	Member church of the C&MA
	The church operates as a C&MA member church under its doctrines, usages and Manual, including future amendments to the Manual

	District as "Ecclesiastical Member"
	The district becomes a separate membership class with a formal role in the church's corporate structure

	Ecclesiastical authority
	The C&MA's authority is exercised through the district, which decides whether a church is developing or accredited

	Developing churches
	The district elects and removes all directors, and adopts and amends the bylaws, while the church is developing

	Property held in trust
	Church property is held in trust for the district and the C&MA, subject to the Manual's reversion provisions

	Dissolution
	Remaining assets go first to the district, then to the C&MA

	Bylaws
	Bylaws must include the Manual provisions for member churches; the district decides any conflict

	Future amendments
	No amendment to the Articles takes effect without the district's written approval


Accredited churches are already bound by the Uniform Constitution for Accredited Churches. The National Office describes the Restated Articles as documenting commitments that already come with being an Alliance church.
Steps for your church
Each church needs a board vote, a congregational vote and a state filing, all before Dec 31, 2026.
1. Get your draft. The district or the National Office provides Restated Articles prepared for your church and state (California, Nevada, Utah and others).
2. Governing board approves the Restated Articles.
3. Call a special congregational meeting to affirm them. Give notice as your bylaws require (for example, two consecutive weeks in the bulletin).
4. File with your Secretary of State.
· California: file online through the Secretary of State's site ("File Amendment") or by mail with the cover sheet and fee. Churches incorporated before 1980 must file as "Amended in Full," and state review can take longer.
· Utah: file online at secure.utah.gov/abrusing your church's entity number, attaching the Restated Articles.
· Other states: the National Office supplies state instructions with your draft.
5. Send copies of everything you filed, plus the state's acceptance, to the district and the National Office.
Shanon Lee can attend your board or congregational meeting to answer questions.
Questions pastors have asked
When did the district learn about this? The National Office asked the district to restate its own Articles on Nov 12, 2025. It asked districts to have churches restate on May 27, 2026.
Why wasn't this communicated earlier, or explained at District Conference? This delay is my responsibility. The National Office's request came to Shanon and me on May 27, 2026, but I did not follow up with Shanon to make sure he was taking the lead. When Sue Close sent a reminder on Sep 24, I forwarded it to Shanon on Sep 28. We were heading into District Conference, and Shanon began the work right after it. Had I realized everything this would require of churches, I would gladly have made time at District Conference for discussion and a vote. My attention was on the conference details, and that was a mistake on my part. I am sorry, and I ask your forgiveness. — Rob Douglas
What is actually changing? See "What changes in the Restated Articles" above. Your draft follows the C&MA Model Articles for your state.
Is the C&MA taking new control of our church? The National Office says no: the purpose is to show in the church's corporate documents the relationship that already exists between an Alliance church, its district and the C&MA, so the C&MA can keep the group exemption.
Do we need a lawyer? Not required. The National Office provides the draft Restated Articles and state filing instructions. Its materials are not legal advice, so a church may consult an attorney licensed in its state if it wishes.
What if we can't finish by Dec 31? Tell the district as early as possible. Any extension would be a couple of weeks at most, because the C&MA must report to the IRS by Jan 22, 2027. Churches that have not complied by then will be removed from the group exemption.
Is there a written explanation we can share with our board and members? Yes. The National Office has a Suggested Congregational Q&A, and the district has prepared a CPD FAQ that builds on it. Both are available from the district.
Contacts
	Contact
	Role
	Email

	Shanon Lee
	Central Pacific District office
	Shanon@cpdistrict.org

	Rob Douglas
	District Superintendent
	Rob@cpdistrict.org

	Sue Close
	Corporate and Legal Affairs Manager, C&MA National Office
	CloseS@cmalliance.org


 
 
